


Prominent American nuclear physicist Edwin Lyman, Senior Scientist in the Global Security Program of 
The Union of Concerned Scientists, has dismissed this technology, stating that SMRs are all in the "stage 
of fantasy". He characterized the public discussion of them as "irrational exuberance". 
 
In April 2018, William Von Hoene, Senior VP of Exelon, the US’s largest nuclear operator, told the US 
Energy Association’s annual meeting in Washington: “I don’t think we are building any more nuclear plants 
in the United States, I don’t think it’s ever going to happen…Right now the costs on the SMR’s, in part 
because of the size and in part because of the security that is associated with any nuclear plant, are 
prohibitive.”  
 
In an online MIT journal article, “Small Modular Nuclear Reactors and the Future of Nuclear Power”  Mark 
Cooper, PhD, of Vermont Law School / Yale University, concluded that SMRs are all but dead - 
demonstrated by the scale-backs of major players Babcock & Wilcox, Westinghouse & Transatomic 
Power, the technology's poor economics, and the general lack of interest from utilities and lending 
institutions. 
 
In spite of the proponents’ promotional hype, the signs seem clear - small modular reactors are a non-
starter in the energy marketplace. Canadian taxpayers’ money should not be squandered on this risky, 
retro, uncompetitive, expensive, and completely unnecessary venture. Canada’s policies must not be for 
the convenience of the dying and desperate nuclear industry but for the benefit of people. We should 
commit our resources to a broad range of more modern energy strategies and options - options which 
have proven to be much more cost-competitive, environmentally sound, and sustainable for the long term. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                               D. S. Geary   
For detailed critiques of SMRs see: 

 

 Small modular reactors and the future of nuclear power in the United States. Mark Cooper   https://www.nirs.org/wp-
content/uploads/reactorwatch/newreactors/cooper-smrsaretheproblemnotthesolution.pdf 
 

 WISE: SMRs Future or Folly  https://wiseinternational.org/nuclear-monitor/849/small-nuclear-power-reactors-
canada-future-or-folly 
 

 SMR’s: A Case of Wishful Thinking, by Gordon Edwards 2020  https://www.wiseinternational.org/nuclear-
monitor/883/small-modular-nuclear-reactors-%E2%80%93-case-wishful-thinking-best  

 

 Are SMRs the answer? (No)  Climate Change News http://www.climatechangenews.com/2016/04/12/are-small-
nuclear-reactors-the-answer/ 
 

 SMRs Have Little Appeal - Climate News Network, July 2018 https://climatenewsnetwork.net/small-modular-reactors-
have-little-appeal/ 

 

 Small modular reactors: an introduction and an obituary  https://wiseinternational.org/nuclear-monitor/872-
873/small-modular-reactors-introduction-and-obituary 

 

 Eyes Wide Shut – SMRs by M.V. Ramana Sept 2020  https://sppga.ubc.ca/news/professor-ramana-publishes-eyes-

wide-shut-a-report-on-problems-with-small-scale-nuclear-plants/ 
 

 The hazards of ionizing radiation on human health - CleanGreenSask.ca   2020 
http://cleangreensask.ca/sites/cleangreensask.ca/files/RADIATION%20AND%20THE%20HUMAN%20BODY.pdf 
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